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By Tim Peterson

The Gazette

U
niformed members of the West Potomac
High School JROTC color guard paraded
into the dining room at the Belle Haven

Country Club as classmates in a chamber choir
sang the national anthem to open the February
Business Breakfast of the Mount Vernon-Lee
Chamber of Commerce.

Business leaders and community members gath-
ered Feb. 11 to hear updates about Fort Belvoir
from Garrison Commander Col. Michelle Mitchell.
Mitchell was preceded by Ann O’Hanlon from the
office of U.S. Rep. Don Beyer (D-8) and Supervi-
sor Dan Storck (D-Mount Vernon).

“It’s about working together, it’s about us,”
Storck said, referencing the value behind the for-
mality of signing the covenant written out on
poster board. “Fort Belvoir is in many ways Mount
Vernon. It represents different sides of Mount
Vernon.”

Mitchell, who is nearing the end of her two-year
post as commander, responded, “We depend on
this community.

“You all have done right by us,” Mitchell con-
tinued. “It’s our pleasure to renew this covenant.”

In her presentation on the garrison, Mitchell
began by explaining how the post will be affected
by the nearly 60,000 military and civilian employ-
ees the U.S. Army plans to reduce by the end of
Fiscal Year 2018.

Of those stationed at Fort Belvoir, Mitchell ex-
pects to lose just 395 by the end of FY 2017, but
her message was, “We’re doing an awful lot with
less people.”

From left, Fort Belvoir Garrison Commander Col. Michelle Mitchell, Supervisor Dan
Storck (D-Mount Vernon), George Ksenics of Belvoir Federal Credit Union and Ann
O’Hanlon from the office of U.S. Rep. Don Beyer (D-8) sign the renewed Commu-
nity Covenant between Fort Belvoir and the Mount Vernon area.

The Fort Belvoir golf course has been
reconfigured to make room for the
coming National Museum of the United
States Army.

Changes at Fort Belvoir
Garrison Commander Mitchell renews Community
Covenant, gives overview at business breakfast.
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By Ken Moore

The Gazette

C
ounty Executive Ed Long
recommended a four-
cent increase to the real

estate tax rate.
But to meet the full request of

Fairfax County Public Schools, he
said, would require a three-cent
increase on top of the budget he
built.

Long presented the FY 2017
Advertised Budget Plan to the
Board of Supervisors Tuesday
morning, Feb. 16.

“The budget is a discussion with
the community,” said Chairman
Sharon Bulova.

“This is the first step,” said Lee
Supervisor Jeff McKay, head of the
board’s budget committee.

“We have to see what the reac-
tions are,” said Long.

Bulova is scheduled to advertise
the FY 2017 tax rate on March 1.
At that point, the board can lower
but not increase from the tax rate
advertised.

The projected value of each
penny is $23.3 million to the
county, Long said.

“At the current real estate tax
rate, revenue growth is insufficient
to fund all of our priorities,” Long
told the Board of Supervisors.

But even with the increase, he
warned, there are “many unmet
needs and investment require-
ments that remain unfunded.”

Each member of the Board of
Supervisors will hold local com-
munity dialogues in their respec-
tive districts; then the board will
hold public hearings on the bud-
get from April 5-7.

The board will adopt the final
budget on April 26.

THE FEUD resumed between the
School Board and the Board of
Supervisors before Long’s speech
even concluded, with his proposed
budget falling $68 million short of
what FCPS Superintendent Karen
Garza says is needed.

“We are dismayed that Fairfax
County Executive Ed Long has ig-
nored the pleas of parents, stu-
dents, employees and community
members to fully fund Fairfax
County Public Schools’ budget in
FY 2017,” said School Board presi-
dent Pat Hynes in an emailed
statement. “Despite calling for a
tax increase, Mr. Long’s budget sig-
nals no increase to the schools
above last year’s budget guidance
of three percent while increasing
the county’s budget by a greater
percentage. … This news means

About $300 More
Per Household
County Executive: Revenue growth
is insufficient to fund all priorities.
Schools still $68 million short.

County Executive Ed Long
balanced this year’s
proposed budget with a
three-cent increase on
real estate, but recom-
mends a four-cent in-
crease.
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News
Mount Vernon Gazette Editor Steven Mauren

703-778-9415 or gazette@connectionnewspapers.com

By Tim Peterson

The Gazette

K
evin Earley said he’s living proof
that Diversion First works. Earley
has been living with bipolar dis-
order and had his last episode in

2007. “I was tasered, I broke the law and
endangered myself,” he said.

Earley was picked up by a Fairfax County
Police officer who had received Crisis In-
tervention Team training and driven to the
hospital, not the adult detention center.

Earley said the officer spoke with a calm
tone and “treated me with dignity and re-
spect. The smallest gesture can mean the
world.”

He was linked with a case manager “who
loved and cared for me,” and he also ben-
efitted from other psychological and fam-
ily support.

“I was sick and needed help, support, not
jail time,” Earley said. “It shouldn’t be a
crime to live with mental illness.”

Now Earley works as a recovery special-
ist with the Fairfax-Falls Church Commu-
nity Services Board. He spoke to a room full
of reporters and supporters on Feb. 11 at
the CSB Merrifield Crisis Response Center,
a massive Fairfax County-owned facility for
mental illness treatment services located off
Gallows Road in Fairfax.

THAT DAY a panel of government leaders

explained the new program Diversion First,
the main goal of which is to prevent people
with mental illness from unnecessarily fill-
ing up the jail. To create more success sto-
ries like Earley’s.

Fairfax County Sheriff Stacey Kincaid said
about 40 percent of the jail’s inmate popu-
lation has mental illness. “It used to be
something taboo for people to talk about
or report,” she said.

After an intensive study of the mental
health program in place through the
Sheriff ’s office in Bexar County, Texas,
Kincaid said her office has been making
changes such as the relocation of women
with mental illness to a separate housing
area and change in release time to 8 a.m.

Kincaid also commented that the Diver-

sion First program was “quite a bit” in re-
action to the in-custody death of Natasha
McKenna just over one year ago. Video was
released of McKenna, an African American
woman with mental illness, being tased
numerous times by Fairfax County deputies
while she struggled during an effort to
transport her to Alexandria City jail.

“It certainly pushed this forward,” Kincaid
said.

Prior to Diversion First, deputies might
bring an individual with mental illness to
the CSB for evaluation or treatment, but
then be responsible for waiting with them,
sometimes for many hours, until they could
be seen.

Now, a deputy and police officer will be
stationed at the Merrifield Center for 21.5
hours every day for other officers and depu-
ties to hand off custody and then return to
duty.

“The officers love this, the morale is
good,” said Fairfax County Chief of Police
Edwin Roessler. “We do have gaps” in po-
licing, he said, “especially where we serve
those with mental health episodes. The
majority of our use of force incidents are
with those suffering mental health crisis.”

For their part in Diversion First, Roessler
has also been working towards getting 100
percent of officers trained in Crisis Inter-
vention Team. This year, 176 officers have
already received the training, he said. CIT
is a Commonwealth of Virginia-certified
program that teaches officers about what
it’s like to live with mental illness as well as
procedures for de-escalating critical epi-
sodes both in the field and jail.

“This is a great first start,” he said. The
police are also implementing a new Criti-
cal Decision-Making Model based on polic-
ing in Scotland, the Chief said, and are the
first department in the country to do so.

The model is “the backbone of CIT,” said

Roessler. “The goal is to preserve the sanc-
tity of human life.”

In the first month of implementing Diver-
sion First (Jan. 1-31), Roessler said field
officers have conducted 265 mental health
investigations. Of those, 40 percent involved
the Merrifield Center and 39 percent had
participation from a CIT-certified officer or
officers.

Once an individual with mental illness
arrives at the CSB Merrifield Center, either
under their own power or in custody, they
check in, undergo a preliminary interview
and psychological and medical evaluation.
From there, CSB staffers determine whether
treatment or further transport to the hospi-
tal is necessary.

Roessler said Diversion First isn’t meant

Taking the Crime out of Mental Illness
County announces
Diversion First
program designed
to help individuals
get treatment
not jail time.

Seated, from left, a panel including Fairfax-Falls Church Community Services Board Recovery Specialist
Kevin Earley, Fairfax County Chief of Police Edwin Roessler, Fairfax County Sheriff Stacey Kincaid, CSB
Chairman Gary Ambrose and Supervisor John Cook (R-Braddock) speaks on the merits of the new Diver-
sion First program which puts direct offenders with mental illness in treatment centers instead of jail.

Dr. Jim Kelly (left), Emergency Services manager at the CSB Merrifield
Center, explains to reporters how individuals in custody enter the facil-
ity via a sally port. If they’re struggling or in a more extreme state,
they’re taken to a separate emergency interview room.

Lyn Tomlinson with the Merrifield
Crisis Response Center explains
how individuals with mental ill-
ness use a main entrance to the
Merrifield and then check in before
going to an interview room.
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Wellington Estates
1108 Westmoreland Road,
Alexandria VA
This charming home is just waiting
for your special touches! Freshly
painted & hardwood floors
refinished. A short drive to Old
Town and steps to bike trail.
Waynewood School.
$549,995
Karen Leonard  703-328-7041
MLS # FX9504867

Hallowing Point
River Estates
5909 River Dr, Lorton VA
The perfect floor plan for large
family living & entertaining! Gentle
slope to the river’s edge with 125
FT of deeded water frontage,
deepwater channel access and a
brand new dock!  $2,150,000
Susan Gray Chambers
703-203-9900
MLS # FX8632686

Old Town 
419 Wolfe St,
Alexandria VA
Circa 1820, this charming 3 BR +
21⁄2 BA clapboard TH is located in
the heart of the highly sought-after
southeast quadrant. Bright & sunny
rooms, 3 fps, original floors & easy
parking!  $1,095,000
Donnan C. Wintermute 
703-608-6868
MLS # AX8755141

Open House Sunday 2-4pm
Harbor View
10821 Greene Drive, Lorton, VA
Price Reduction!!! Navigable water,
gleaming hardwood floors, traditional
moldings, spacious Rooms &
relaxing vistas! Privacy/spectacular
river views. Minutes to VRE & I-95
EZ commuting.  $898,900
Susan Gray Chambers
703-203-9900
MLS # FX8748474

Open House Sunday 1-3pm
The Woodlands
8129 Mount Vernon Highway,
Alexandria VA
Luxurious 1-owner home in Mount
Vernon area. Easy commute on GW
Parkway. 5 Bedroom & 4.5 Bath
home has open floor plan,
2-story Great room & Au Pair Suite.
Appraised for $950K.  $849,000
Peter Rickert 703-508-9081
MLS # FX8769051

Open House Sunday 2-4pm
The Henry 
1111 Oronoco Street #435,
Alexandria VA
Stylish and classy 2 BR/2 BA
corner unit with lots of upgrades
incl stainless steel appliances,
mosaic tile in kitchen & baths,
high-end lighting & fixtures,
custom closets.  $544,900
Tanya Blosser  703-310-8053
MLS # AX9568281

News

Once arriving at the Merrifield Center, individuals with mental illness
check in before being taken to an interview room.

Lt. Ryan Morgan (left) with the Fairfax County Police Department works
full-time at the Merrifield Center to oversee the work of a police officer
and sheriff’s deputy who take custody of individuals with mental illness
from patrol officers. (Right) Deputy Derrick Ledford, the Crisis Interven-
tion Team agency representative for the Sheriff’s office, shows how
officers monitor calls coming into the Center and can be prepared with a
plan of how to respond before the individuals arrive.

From Page 3

Diversion First Program Launched
as a pass from jail for serious offenders

or violent crimes. But empowered by Di-
version First, officers may use their discre-
tion in determining lawlessness.

IF JAIL AND HOSPITAL are ruled out for
the individual, a problem currently being
tackled by the General Assembly is hous-
ing. The local psychiatric hospital in Fairfax
County is the Northern Virginia Mental
Health Institute in Falls Church on the
INOVA campus, with 123 beds.

Those include emergency psychiatric
beds, involuntary beds and forensic beds,
said Tisha Deeghan, executive director of
the CSB. Deeghan said it’s a statewide prob-
lem that facilities such as the Institute in
Falls Church don’t have the capacity to
handle all the referrals.

“We’re working in Richmond to resolve
it,” she said. If there is no room in Falls
Church, officers or deputies then try taking
the individual to another facility outside of
northern Virginia.

Kincaid encouraged people to contact
their elected officials about building a new
mental health facility to add capacity in
northern Virginia.

“It’s the right thing to do,” said Board of
Supervisors Chairman Sharon Bulova, who
explained there’s a three-to-five-year fund-
ing mechanism in place to increase the ca-
pacity and services of the CSB. “There’s sav-
ings in having someone not live in jail, but
receive services and continue to live in the
community.”

For more information about Diversion
First, visit www.fairfaxcounty.gov/
diversionfirst.
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Supporting UCM Progreso Center
Enjoying the Valentine Dance and Dinner on Feb. 6,
hosted by Good Shepherd Catholic Church, are UCM
Progreso Center volunteers (from left) banker Ruth
Esum, her sister attorney Joyce Williams, and attor-
ney Janet Smith. The annual event is a fundraiser
for the Progreso Center for Literacy and Citizenship,
which has been providing ESL and citizenship ser-
vices for almost 15 years. Day and evening classes
are conducted at the Center’s main office at 4100
Mohawk Lane, Alexandria, as well as at other conve-
nient locations including Gum Springs Community
Center, Good Shepherd Catholic Church, and the
Sherwood Hall Library. See ucmagency.org.

See Bulletin,  Page 6
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Email announcements to
gazette@connectionnewspapers.com. In-
clude date, time, location, description and
contact for event: phone, email and/or
website. Photos and artwork welcome.
Deadline is Thursday at noon, at least two
weeks before event.

THURSDAY/FEB. 18
The South County Task Force for

Human Services. 1 p.m. at South
County Building, 8350 Richmond
Highway, in the Haywood
Conference Center. Patricia Harrison,
Deputy County Executive for Human
Services, will speak about the
County’s FY2017 budget, which will
be presented to the Board of
Supervisors by the County Executive
at their meeting on Feb. 16. In
addition there will be the regular
update on Inova Mount Vernon
Hospital. All those interested in
human service issues involving the
Route One corridor are welcome.

American Association of
University Women Mount
Vernon Branch. 7 p.m. at the
Mount Vernon Government Center,
2511 Parkers Lane. Hear a lecture
with master gardener Eileen Powell
on container gardening. It’s easy to
create beautiful containers if with a
few professional tricks. Bring
questions for Powell to answer. Free.
Call 703-718-8892 or visit mtvernon-
va.aauw.net for more.

Outdoor Gym Coming to Gum
Springs. 7 p.m. at Gum Springs
Community Center gym, 8100
Fordson Road. A public meeting to
talk about a new outdoor gym
coming to the community will be
held. The public is invited to the
meeting to learn about this new
facility, and speakers may sign up in
advance to offer their comments.
Outdoor Fitness is similar to what is
found in a gym, but the equipment is
located outdoors and is free for the
public to use during daylight hours.
The fitness equipment can be used by
anyone age 14 and up, regardless of
ability level and some units are even
designed for individuals in
wheelchairs. Email
parkmail@fairfaxcounty.gov or call
703-324-8662 for more.

SATURDAY/FEB. 20
Auction and Potluck Dinner. 3:30

p.m. at Mount Vernon Unitarian
Church, 1909 Windmill Lane. The
evening kicks off at 3:30 p.m. with a
silent auction and refreshments. At
5:30 share a potluck dinner (bring a
dish to share if participating in the
dinner). Beginning at 6:30, a live
auction showcases donations such as
quilts, dog sitting services,
professional tarot card reading, and a
professional photography session.
Open to the public, all proceeds
support the mission and vision of
MVUC. Visit www.mvuc.org for
more.

SUNDAY/FEB. 21
Talent Showcase. 5 p.m. at West

Potomac’s Springbank Auditorium,
6500 Quander Road. West Potomac
High School dance and theater
students will join with local studios
to present showcase performances for
the public. Tickets can be purchased
in advance for $3 by contacting
glisenby@verizon.net, or at the door
for $5.

WEDNESDAY/FEB. 24
Public Safety Discussion. 7:30 p.m.

at the Helen Wilson community room
in the Franconia Government Center,
2511 Parkers Lane. Join the Lee
District Association of Civic
Organizations for a discussion of
public safety in Fairfax County. The
speaker for the evening is the Chief

of Police Ed Roessler. The focus of
discussion will be the county’s ad-hoc
police practices review commission.
The commission’s final document can
be found at http://
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/chairman/
pdf/adhoc-final-10.8.15.pdf.

Imaginative Prayer. 7:30 p.m. at St.
Aidan’s Episcopal Church, 8531
Riverside Road. Poetry and stories
from scripture can come to life in
wholly unexpected ways when we
use our imaginations to experience
them. Dr. Kathy Staudt, professor,
poet, and spiritual director, will talk
about this type of prayer and lead us
in several meditations. Free. Call
703-360-4221 or visit
www.staidansepiscopal.com for
more.

THURSDAY/FEB. 25
Countywide Transit Network. 6:30-

8:30 p.m. in the Mount Eagle
Elementary School Cafeteria, 6116 N.
Kings Highway. Fairfax County
Department of Transportation will
present recommendations from the

Countywide Transit Network Study
for the types of transit systems
needed to accommodate future
population and employment growth
throughout Fairfax County. The
meeting will be conducted in an
open-house format with a brief
presentation at 7 p.m. Visit
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/fcdot/
2050transitstudy/.

SATURDAY/FEB. 27
Documentary Screening. 7 p.m. in

the Chapel of the Mount Vernon
Unitarian Church, 1900 Windmill
Lane. An Emmy Award winning 90-
minute documentary, “Green Fire:
Aldo Leopold and a Land Ethic for
Our Time,” on the life and principles
of Aldo Leopold, author of “Sand
County Almanac” and one of the
principal conservationists/
environmentalists of the 20th
century, will be shown. Light
refreshments are served at 7 pm and
the film begins at 7:30. Free, open to

Bulletin Board

Dealers

★ Mount Vernon Antique Center ★
8101 Richmond Hwy., Alexandria

703-619-5100
www.mtvantiques.com

Discover the secret source of many collectors, dealers,
decorators and shoppers with “good eyes” and great taste.

Follow
us on
Facebook &
Twitter For more information: www.RexReiley.com

Each Office Independently Owned and Operated

703-768-7730
rex.reiley@rmxtalk.com

Rex Reiley
RE/MAX Allegiance

Alex./Riverside Estates • $649,900
8425 Mount Vernon Highway

Beautiful home w/over 4,000 sq
ft & 2 level addition in lovely
Riverside Estates. Great rm on
main lvl w/gas fpl & wet bar.
Adjacent family room w/wood-
burning fpl. An office adjoins the
gorgeous 20' x 32' master bedrm
addition w/vaulted Douglas Fir

ceiling & skylights. Library/studio on upper lvl addition. Both HVAC
systems, HWH & roof replaced 2011. Close to Fort Belvoir.

Alex./Stratford Landing • $529,900
 2403 Cavendish Drive

Lovely 3 BR, 2.5 BA Colonial bursting
w/charm – wood flrs under quality car-
peting on main & upper levels.
Spacious eat-in kitchen w/beautiful oak
cabinets & Corian counters – upgraded
baths. Family rm & den along with
workshop/utility rm on lower level.
Tons of storage in both floored attics
w/pull-down stairs. Lovely screened

porch/carport overlooks a deck & beautifully landscaped & fenced bkyd. Quality
home for an attractive price – minutes to Ft. Belvoir (S) & Old Town, Alex (N).

Alex./Wessynton $679,900
3301 Wessynton Way

Beautiful Contemporary Split on
one of Wessynton’s premiere lots
backing to over 10 acres of pris-
tine forest, teeming w/wildlife and
spectacular views. Roof, furnace,
A/C, HWH, double pane windows
replaced. Great, Great Value at this

price. 5 minutes to Ft. Belvoir, 15 mins to Alexandria. Community pool,
boat ramp and walking trails.

Alex./Mt. Vernon Hills $549,900
8620 Curtis Avenue

Total renovation of this beauti-
ful 5 BR, 3 BA Split – 2015:
New Roof & Exterior Painted –
2016: New Kitchen, Baths
Updated, DBL Pane Windows,
Hardwood Flrs, Carpeting &
Interior Painted – Large .31
acre lot with new privacy fence

– 5 minutes to Fort Belvoir – 12 minutes to Old Town Alexandria –
Walk to MVHS – GREAT BUY!
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Alex./Riverside Estates
Mid $500s • 8316 Orange Ct.

Wonderfully updated new listing –
5 BR, 3 BA Split w/2-car garage,
spectacular stained & screened
back porch perfect for entertain-
ing. Beautiful hdwd floors, updated
kitchen w/hdwd, Corian counter-
tops & a bump-out breakfast area.
Updated baths w/jetted tub in hall
bath. Lower level offers large fam-

ily room w/gas fireplace, 3rd bath & 5th bedroom. This is the complete
package. 5 minutes to Ft. Belvoir (S) – 15 minutes to Old Town Alex, (N).
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Alex./Riverside Estates $519,000
8504 Wagon Wheel Road

Totally updated 5 BR, 3 BA Split
– Updates: Kitchen w/Silestone,
ceramic tile, SS, baths, furnace,
A/C, HWH, replacement DBL
pane windows, roof, 6-panel inte-
rior doors, refinished Hdwd
floors, freshly painted interior.
Large carport & shed plus stun-

ning, large, fenced backyard. Ft. Belvoir 5 mins (S) & Old Town Alex,
15 mins (N). Phenomenal Value!

Alex./Kirk Mid $500s
8112 Karl Road

Stunning & meticulous 4 level
split. Totally updated: Kitchen,
baths, windows (DBL pane), roof,
furnace, AC, HWH – Beautiful
hdwd floors just refinished on
main & upper levels. Windows in
kitchen & dining rm offer spec-
tacular views of a large, fenced,
yard backing to woods – Stunning!

6-panel interior doors & lovely slate & stone walkways accentuate both
interior & exterior. Waynewood Elementary – This is a 10!
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News

Image courtesy of Mount Vernon-Lee Chamber of Commerce/U.S. Army

A new 141,000-square-foot commissary is expected to open on Fort
Belvoir in November 2016.

Image courtesy of Mount Vernon-Lee Chamber of Commerce/U.S. Army

Funding was secured to build the vast Founders Hall of the planned
National Museum of the United States Army in November 2014.

Changes Rolling along at Fort Belvoir
From Page 1

Fort Belvoir Garrison Commander Col. Michelle Mitchell (left) acknowledges members
of the West Potomac High School JROTC program (right) who presented the colors
while a chamber chorus from West Potomac performed the national anthem.

Supervisor Dan Storck (D-
Mount Vernon) said that
Fort Belvoir is “in many
ways, Mount Vernon.”

Col. Michelle Mitchell is
coming to the end of her
two-year post as Fort
Belvoir Garrison Com-
mander.

Mitchell reported on the success
of the post’s new auto-entry sys-
tem that went live in October,
2015.

Since then, she said the system
has tallied 3,211 access denials,
191 active warrants and 970 sus-
pended driver’s licenses.

The commander went on to
highlight the addition of several
child development centers on post,
a second elementary school that’s
under construction and a $45 mil-
lion new commissary expected to
be open by November this year.

In addition, she reminded, the
Fort Belvoir golf course has been
open to the public since 2015 and
is being reconfigured to make
space for the anticipated National
Museum of the United States
Army.

“It’s going to be a big museum,”
Mitchell said, “and bring a lot to
the community from a historical
perspective.”

Mitchell also looked ahead at
future post additions of a fire sta-
tion, Belvoir Federal Credit Union
branch, pet grooming and lodging,
and replacement of old HVAC sys-
tems around the base.

Finally, speaking directly to the
businesses represented, she said
1,200 men and women are sched-

uled to be processed out of the
U.S. Army in 2016.

“The Belvoir community would

love to keep that kind of talent in
Virginia,” Mitchell said. “They
need jobs.”

Bulletin Board

From Page 5

all. See a preview
www.greenfiremovie.com. Contact
Carl Lohmann at
carljudylohmann@gmail.com or visit
www.muvc.org for more.

THROUGH FEB. 29
Application Deadline. Doctors

Jimani Mwendo and Mike Nguyen
and the team at Neibauer Dental
Care – Fort Belvoir, 8626 Richmond
Hwy, are giving away a free smile
makeover to one lucky candidate as
part of My Free Smile. Candidates
can apply by going to
www.MyFreeSmile.org and

submitting their story and a photo of
their smile. Call 703-554-3500 for
more.

Donate Working Electronics. Avoid
the disposal fee and help homeless
Fairfax County youth by donating
working laptops or tablets at 5400
Shawnee Road, Suite 110, Alexandria
(Monday-Friday, 8 a.m.-8 p.m.;
Saturday-Sunday, 8 a.m.-3 p.m.) or
during business hours at the Lee
District Supervisor’s office, 6121
Franconia Road or the Mount Vernon
District Supervisor’s office, 2511
Parkers Lane. Volunteers needed.
Visit americasadoptasoldier.org,
email
contact@americasadoptasoldier.org
or call 703-278-3718. Monetary

donations accepted through PayPal.

THURSDAY/MARCH 3
Business Roundtable. 8:30 a.m. at

SpringHill Suites, 6065 Richmond
Highway. SFDC’s Free Business
Roundtable Speaker Series returns
for its third year with Planning 101:
Diary of a Growing Business. Come
to learn and network. Coffee and a
light breakfast will be served. Karen
Urcia of Renner CPAs will talk about
how to avoid the pitfalls of starting
and growing a business, and how
good planning can help to make a
business successful. Visit
www.sfdc.org/whats-happening/
events-2/business-roundtable-

speaker-series. RSVP to
info@sfdc.org.

MONDAY/MARCH 7
Application Deadline. Learn more

about the Fairfax County Fire and
Rescue Department. Apply to the
Citizens Fire & Rescue Academy;
applications will be accepted until
March 7, 2016, or until the class of
25 is filled. The Academy will begin
March 24, 2016, and will meet for
nine consecutive Thursdays, from 6-9
p.m. at various locations. To sign up
for this free program, you must be 18
years of age and apply online at
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/fr/cfa.

MONDAY/MARCH 14
AARP Virginia Dinner Group. 4-8

p.m. at Lucky’s Sports Theatre and
Grill, 7027 B Manchester Blvd.,
Franconia. AARP has reserved the
private room of Lucky’s Sports
Theatre and Grill for members and
friends to enjoy dinner together with
a 10 percent discount on dinner
entrees. Full menu ordering is
available. No seminar program or
products will be sold at this event,
just a simple welcome from AARP.
Come as you are and leave as you
wish anytime. Ample free parking.
Register at aarp.cvent.com/
Franconia31416VA.
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People

By Senitra McCombs

The Gazette

I
n “Jack Spade: Dream Detective,” com-
puter programmer James Harper takes
on the persona of a 1940s detective, Jack
Spade, in his dreams. The

story follows Spade and his part-
ner Joe Sawyer as they try to solve
a missing person’s case.

With his second novel, Alexan-
dria resident and Vietnam veteran
Carl A. Chase wanted to venture
away from the sports bio theme of
his first novel and do something a
little different. Since he is an avid
movie buff of 1940’s and 1950’s
noir films, he decided to follow his
passion and write a mystery /
crime novel.

“The character of Jack Spade is a kinda spin-
off of the Sam Spade character in ‘The Malt-

he decided to return to writing and complete
a book that he had been working on years ear-
lier. In November 2011, he re-

leased “Davy Jones:
Heavyweight Champion of
the World” about a young
black man named Davy
Jones who vows to be-
come the heavyweight
champion of the world
despite the challenges
of drugs, violence and
poverty.

Currently, Chase is
working on an up-
coming novel called
“The Heartticker
Murders,” combin-
ing mystery with a
little horror.

Chase is a native
of Alexandria. Born in Gum

Springs, he served a year in Vietnam in 1969.
When he returned home, he began working
for the federal government as a computer op-
erator. After 40 years, he retired and contin-
ues to write.

ese Falcon’ an old movie in the 1940s,” he said.
Although the writing process was relatively

easy, the author did face one challenge in try-
ing to balance two plot lines set in two
different time setting: Jack
Spade living in 1940’s San
Francisco and James Harper
living in 1980’s San Francisco
within one novel.

It took him a year and half to
finish “Jack Spade: Dream Detec-

tive.”
Chase begin his

journey as a writer
during his adoles-
cence. The author re-
called his first writing
assignment. “My English
teacher told the students
to write a story about an
object. She gave me a
spoon and I wrote a mys-
tery about a spoon. It
turned out to be one of the best

compositions in the class. I always wanted to
be write but I never got back into it,” he said.

After retiring from the government in 2011,

Local Author Creates ‘Jack Spade’
Second novel reflects
influence of film noir.

Carl A. Chase
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Opinion

N
atasha McKenna died a little
more than a year ago on Feb. 7,
2015. McKenna, with a long his
tory of severe and often un-

treated mental illness, had been deteriorating
in the Fairfax County Adult Detention Center
since Jan. 26, 2015, arriving directly from re-
lease from the hospital on an outstanding war-
rant from the City of Alexandria charging fe-
lonious assault on an Alexandria police officer.

We can’t know whether new
efforts to provide people in
mental health crisis might have
saved her life if they were avail-

able and put in place early in this particular
crisis, which appears to have begun a month
before her death. McKenna’s death is a terrible
tragedy, and no new program will remove that
horror.

But it’s clear that treatment rather than jail
can make all the difference for many people
who come into contact with law enforcement
in a mental health crisis. Diversion First is a
collaborative effort in Fairfax County to reduce
the number of people with mental illness in
the county jail by diverting low risk offenders
experiencing a mental health crisis to treat-
ment rather than bringing them to jail.

Sheriff Stacey Kincaid estimates that 40 per-
cent of detainees at the Fairfax County Adult
Detention Center have mental illness. Notably,
it is far more expensive to house someone in

county jail than to provide treatment.
The collaborative effort was in no small part

launched by Supervisor John Cook when he
asked that the Board of Supervisors to add cri-
sis intervention training to the scope of work
of the Ad Hoc Police Practices Review Com-
mission. The Mental Health subcommittee
along with the Community Services Board, the
Sheriff’s Department, police and mental health
advocates set and met an aggressive agenda

and timetable for implementation, with the
program actually beginning in less than a year,
on Jan. 1, 2016. In the first month, the
Merrifield Crisis Response Center handled
more than 100 cases involving police and
people in mental health crisis.

Merrifield Crisis Response Center operates
as an assessment site where police are able to
transfer custody of nonviolent offenders who
may need mental health services to a CIT-
trained officer or deputy assigned there, in-
stead of taking them to jail.

How far-reaching, life-saving and resource-
preserving Diversion First will turn out to be
will depend on how it is implemented and the
discretion and policies of the police and pros-
ecutors, among others.

When police encounter someone in mental
health crisis, they can transport them to
Merrifield Crisis Response Center instead of jail.

Fairfax Presses Ahead with Diversion First

Sen. Chap Petersen (D-34) cites FOIA on life
support in his blog oxroadsouth.com:

“Last week, the Assembly passed SB 202,
which undid a major push eight years ago to
ensure that all of our public spending was
‘online’ and searchable by ordinary citizens.
This, of course, meant disclosing the salaries
of public employees over a certain income
level. However, SB 202 has undone all of that,
which means that you will no longer know how
much a public employee (even a city manager)
is paid unless you make a formal FOIA request.
(Because we all have time to do that).

“This bad idea passed on a 27-12 vote.
“Today the Senate passed SB 552 which is

even more sweeping. It actually prohibits from
disclosure not just the salary information but

even the names of public safety personnel, in-
cluding the Sheriff, the Chief of Police and the
Fire Chief.

“On the floor today, I pointed out that a Chief
of Police could put his own family on the pay-
roll and be protected from disclosure. This
could also be an issue if a law enforcement
agency hires an officer with a poor record from
another jurisdiction — and nobody knows.
Again, who are we protecting?”

“Again, the bill passed 25-15.”
“If I’m making a veto list, these two are defi-

nitely on it.”
We agree.

— Mary Kimm

mkimm@connectionnewspapers.com

Freedom of Information on Life
Support in General Assembly?

Editorial

By Adam P. Ebbin

State Senatoe (D-30)

T
he Virginia General Assembly
has finally reached “Crossover,”
the halfway point by which each

chamber must complete work on its own
bills and begin considering legislation passed by
the other body. Over 870 bills have passed the
House of Delegates and over 700 made it through
the Senate. We will be working diligently over
the coming weeks to consider the remaining leg-
islation, including 13 of my bills that have passed
the Senate and await consideration by the House.

One noteworthy bill I’ve passed through the
Senate is SB327, which eliminates the auto-
matic six month driver’s license suspension for
first-time marijuana possession. Co-patroned by
Senators Bill Stanley (R-Franklin) and Tom
Garrett (R-Buckingham), this bill enjoyed broad
support and was endorsed by both Alexandria
Commonwealth’s Attorney Brian Porter and
Alexandria’s Public Defender Melinda Douglas.
This legislation removes a consequence wholly
unrelated to the underlying criminal offense,
which too often results in loss of employment
and other hardships that disproportionately
impact the most economically disadvantaged
Virginians. Passing this bill through the House

would allow Virginia to join the 34
states — including every state border-
ing the Commonwealth — in eliminat-
ing this ineffective policy. I also co-
patroned SB22, sponsored by Sen. Ryan

McDougle (R-Hanover), which allows for the
expungement of alcohol and marijuana posses-
sion offenses after a period of five years if those
offenses occur before a person turns 21. This
passed the Senate unanimously.

This week on the floor I spoke against two
bills — SB270 and SB705 — that seek to end
the non-existent problem of “sanctuary cities”
despite federal prohibitions, the Dillon Rule,
and state mandates that already make “sanc-
tuary cities” an impossibility in Virginia. Rather
than asking localities to enforce immigration
law to the extent required by federal law, this
legislation demands immigration law be en-
forced “to the full extent permitted.” These bills
mischaracterize localities that have internal
police policies that discourage profiling and
encourage community policing as “sanctuary
cities.” Currently, policies such as not inquir-
ing about the immigration status of witnesses
at a crime scene are widely practiced to en-
courage residents to report wrongdoing regard-

less of their residency status. SB270 would re-
duce state funding to localities with such poli-
cies, while SB705 would hold them liable for
the “full amount of any personal injury or prop-
erty damage” caused by an undocumented per-
son forcing law enforcement to choose between
public safety and state dollars. Unfortunately,
these bills passed the Senate along party lines
despite the fact that effective pro-community
policing policies exist throughout the state,
from Virginia Beach to Prince William County,
and despite the Senate’s unanimous support for
such policies three years in a row.

Please join me at one of my Town Hall Meet-
ings on Saturday, Feb. 20:

❖ Lee District: 9:30-11:30 a.m., Hayfield Elemen-
tary School, 7633 Telegraph Road, Alexandria

❖ Mt. Vernon District: 12:30-2 p.m.,
Whitman Middle School, 2500 Parkers Lane,
Alexandria.

Please share your thoughts on legislation and
other state-related matters with me by
emailing district30@senate.virginia.gov. Fol-
low me on Twitter @AdamEbbin and Facebook
at www.facebook.com/EbbinCampaign. You
can sign up for my weekly email updates at
www.AdamEbbin.com.

It is my continued honor to represent the
citizens of the 30th Senate District.

General Assembly Reaches Crossover
Commentary
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Letters to the Editor

More Letters,  Page 11

By Paul Krizek

State Delegate (D-44)

O
ver the last several weeks, our
area has been subjected to an
oil spill fouling the Roaches
Run waterfowl sanctuary and

the Potomac River. Dominion Power claimed
responsibility for a 13,500-gallon spill of mineral oil
from the Crystal City substation, of which about 500
gallons contaminated the Potomac River. It is work-
ing with the Department of Environmental Quality
(DEQ) and US Coast Guard to clean up the remain-
ing oil.

As of the end of last week, The
Washington Post reported that
stakeholders believed 95 percent
of the oil was cleaned up or con-

tained, though several Mount Vernon residents re-
ported seeing residual oil as far south as the Belle
Haven marina.

Twenty-one birds, mostly Canada geese, died due
to the spill, while a wildlife rescue team is treating
32 other birds.

I’m glad to see that Dominion accepted responsi-
bility for the spill and that they are discussing im-
portant next steps. I have contacted the DEQ about
information regarding what those next steps will be,
but Dominion Power will most assuredly face fines
and be forced to reimburse the Commonwealth and
Federal government for the cost of the investigation
and subsequent cleanup and restoration efforts,
which should also include reimbursing all the work
put in to save the wildlife.

After speaking with local Soil and Water Commis-
sioner, Scott Cameron, I identified to the DEQ a pre-
ferred roadmap for redress to the affected commu-
nity that would ensure the fines and fees collected
from Dominion remain in the region.

Dominion will have to pay for cost reimbursement
for staff time, contract service support, equipment
and other costs. Each of the agencies involved will
typically pursue their own costs according to their
own authority and process. DEQ informed me that it
does plan to seek cost reimbursement.

With respect to enforcement, each of the
impacted jurisdictions should pursue en-
forcement action in accordance with their
respective authorities. Virginia DEQ’s au-
thority to enforce is set forth in Article 11
of Title 62.1 of the Virginia Code. Pursuant
to that authority and in accordance with
normal procedures, DEQ plans to take en-

forcement action. By statute, any penalties recovered
would be deposited into the Virginia Underground
Petroleum Storage Tank Fund.

Through this process, DEQ will work with other
Virginia natural resource agencies to conduct assess-
ments of damage to natural resources. All of the
trustee agencies will continue to coordinate an as-
sessment of natural resource damages to establish a
basis to recover all damage to resources. Recovery
for natural resource damage actions typically results
in natural resource restoration projects benefitting
the local area impacted by a spill.

I have asked the DEQ to direct any federal aid dol-
lars stemming from natural resource damages to the
soil and water conservation district whose jurisdic-
tion the spill affected, to the best of its ability. I firmly
believe the funds should be spent on conservation
projects in the affected watersheds.

In this way, locally elected officials who are serv-
ing in state agencies, with a mission prioritizing en-
vironmental protection are made responsible for
spending the money where the damage occurred.

The damage is done, and I am not happy that the
equipment was allowed to degrade to the point that
it leaked upwards of 500 gallons into the Potomac
River. I thank the stakeholders and the Coast Guard
for acting quickly to clean up the spill and mitigate
the damage, and I want our local Northern Virginia
Soil and Water Conservation District to know I stand
firmly in their corner and believe that recovering
funds to the affected areas, rather than going to the
rest of the state would provide a silver-lining to this
dark, oily cloud.

It is my hope that we can direct these funds to the
appropriate bodies administratively. However, if this
requires legislation, I will make it a legislative prior-
ity of mine in the next session.

About the Potomac Oil Spill

Commentary

Mail Delivery
Failures
To the Editor:

The following open letter was
addressed to David E. Williams,
chief operating officer and
executive vice president, U.S.
Postal Service.

Here in Alexandria, VA ZIP
codes 22306 - 20308, at a mini-
mum, we have been experiencing
infrequent mail delivery. I have
only gotten mail three times in the
last two weeks. Yes, there was the
snow blizzard but at the same time
packages were being delivered.
Multiple trips to the delivery Post
Office at 7676 Richmond Hwy,
Alexandria, VA 22306 have netted
no response — only that the mail
was coming. Today there were 17
angry customers seeking to get
mail, few got it, and to understand

why mail is not being delivered —
no response was forthcoming.

In my research into the issue
netted the following:

The postmaster, Mario A.
DiPatrizio, Alexandria, has specifi-
cally directed that no carrier over-
time is allowed. Last week the car-
riers were ordered to return at
3:30 p.m. and this week it is 5 p.m.
Carriers have been ordered to re-
turn to the PO with undelivered
mail.

Further, given the large back log
of packages and the space that
they take the carriers must deliver
this to reduce the bulk and clear
space in the PO. As a result pack-
ages have priority over First Class
mail.

Those in customer-facing posi-
tions have been instructed not to
discuss the lack of mail delivery.
The response of the manager at
the Richmond Highway branch

was reflective of this.
As was obvious in my time at the

delivery PO, many in the commu-
nity are being impacted from the
lack of checks, medications and
other vital mail.

My question is simple:
How can Mario A. DiPatrizio,

Postmaster, unilaterally change the
USO, Universal Service Obligation,
of the PO which explicitly states:
“... delivering your mail six days a
week is part of the USO”?

I emplore you to correct this vio-
lation of the obligation of the
United States Postal Service. As
patrons we have every reason to
expect delivery consistent with the
USO.

John Latta
Alexandria
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Unconscionable
Lack of
Communication
To the Editor:

Recently the Virginia Citizens Coalition
for Police Accountability, Inc. (CCPA), a Vir-
ginia nonprofit corporation, proposed that
the Fairfax County Board of Supervisors
appoint a Citizen Complaint Oversight
Board, comprised of Fairfax County citizens
who would accept and investigate citizen
allegations of police abuse or misconduct
and report its findings and recommenda-
tions to the Chief of Police or the Board of
Supervisors. This proposal has received
overwhelming support from the citizens of
Fairfax County.

In recent days, the CCPA contacted the
office of Mount Vernon District Supervisor

Daniel G. Storck and his Chief of Staff Brett
Kenney several times. The CCPA sought the
support of Supervisor Storck for its pro-
posal. Supervisor Storck has failed to re-
spond to CCPA. The CCPA finds the failure
of Supervisor Storck, as an elected public
official, to respond to its written communi-
cation unconscionable. The CCPA feels Su-
pervisor Storck has a civic duty and moral
responsibility to answer letters from his
constituents. It appears Supervisor Storck
is ignoring his constituents and instead of
devoting most of his time to his public sec-
tor employment.

The citizens of Fairfax County deserve
better than this.

Nicholas R. Beltrante
Executive Director

Virginia Citizens Coalition for Police
Accountability, Inc.

By Scott Surovell

State Senator (D-36)

T
he fifth week of the
General Assembly
Session brought
some long days and

nights as we rushed to complete
work on bills before our mid-
session deadline called “Cross-
over.”

First the Senate passed legislation to plug
a hole in the Northern Virginia 2.1 percent
regional gas tax that is used to fund transit.
This legislation was the top priority for
Fairfax, Prince William and Stafford coun-
ties. It now goes on to an uncertain future
in the House of Delegates, but without the
legislation, localities will be under even
more pressure to raise real estate taxes if
we expect to maintain the same level of
transit service.

Eleven of my bills have passed the full
Senate with two more still waiting for final
passage. One bill involved improving the
fairness of protective order proceedings and
another ensured that Virginians can enforce
subpoenae in civil and criminal cases in Vir-
ginia due to a recent Supreme Court of Vir-
ginia opinion.

My legislation to help close the Digital
Divide moved through committee this week.

Today’s children learn digitally
and digital literacy is a key job
skill in a modern workforce.
However, low income families
often cannot afford devices or
broadband connections.

After I learned Fairfax County
was using electronic textbooks

and failing to provide computers for low
income families to use them at home, I in-
troduced legislation to require any school
using electronic textbooks to provide a digi-
tal device to every student. The legislation
was vetted and approved by the Joint Com-
mission on Technology and Science but was
tabled in the House. Last week, the Senate
Education, Health and Welfare Committee
passed the bill on a 14-1 vote.

The proliferation of companies providing
background checks for people has led to an
increase in dissemination of inaccurate in-
formation. This severely limits Virginians’
opportunities, especially in employment
and housing. My legislation to create a Vir-
ginia-based cause of action to remedy these
situations and hold companies accountable
for putting out inaccurate information
passed the Senate.

Several of my law firm clients and law-

yers in Northern Virginia have told me that
some orthopedic practices are refusing to
see individuals who have suffered injuries
in vehicle collisions — even if they have
insurance. My bill to require insurance com-
panies to contractually prohibit doctors
from refusing patients based on how they

were injured was continued to 2017 so we
can convene meetings between insurance
companies, doctors, and other stakehold-
ers to mediate a resolution.

If you have any feedback, please send me
a note at scott@scottsurovell.org. It is an
honor to serve as your state senator.

Regional Gas Tax, Digital Divide, and Identity Protection
Commentary
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Entertainment

By Hope Nelson

The Gazette

N
orthern Virginia is home to in-
numerable cuisines. Salva-
doran, Korean, Vietnamese,
Southern barbecue, Ethiopian

… the list goes on and on. But there’s been
a dearth of Hawaiian cuisine in the region
— until Hula Girl’s grand opening in
Shirlington changed that.

Hula Girl is one of the newest neighbors
in the Village at Shirlington, but its roots
go much deeper than its new location alone.
Beginning as a food truck during the eco-
nomic downturn several years ago, the res-
taurant quickly filled a void in the patch-
work of cuisines that knit the region to-
gether.

“Lo and behold, the truck kind of just took
off,” said owner Mikala Brennan. “Our lines
got longer and people kept finding us.”

And the customer base was diverse. East
Coasters found a new outlet for culinary
adventures, and native Hawaiians got a
little taste of home.

“Hawaiian food was this weird hole here
that had not been filled,” Brennan said.

In 2013, Brennan determined it was time
to grow the food truck into something big-
ger. She initially set her sights on space in
Washington, but quickly determined that
moving across the river would meet the
restaurant’s needs better.

“As I kept looking in D.C., I just wasn’t
finding what I wanted. One of the big things
for me was to have something all on one
floor,” she said. Two floors “just didn’t ap-
peal to me. … I want it to be residential. I

want it to be a community. I want it to be a
neighborhood place.”

Walking through the Village at Shirlington
one day, Brennan noticed an empty store-
front with a sign in the window advertising
its availability. But to her consternation, it
turned out the space had already been
taken. A month later, though, the landlord
called to tell Brennan the deal had fallen
through and offered her the space.

“I had already looked at the space. The
kitchen was done really well; I knew we
would have to do a lot of demolition in the
front end, but I felt like OK, we’ve finally
found it, after a year-plus of looking,”
Brennan said.

It didn’t take long for Brennan and her
crew to settle in and make the space their
own. While the food is always a linchpin of
any restaurant, it’s crucial not to underesti-
mate the importance of the décor and am-
bience, and Brennan spent a lot of time
thinking that through.

“I think a lot of people can look at Ha-

waiian and it can go in a lot of different
directions,” she said. “… I wanted to bring
elements in that were Hawaiian, but I didn’t
want to bang people over the head with it.
I wanted it to be subtle.”

The final result is less tiki bar and more
friendly, comfortable beach-chic. Light-col-
ored wood tables and walls serve as the
foundation for the space, and lively artwork
dots the walls.

But at the end of the day, the Hawaiian
food is the star of the show. The poke – tra-
ditional Hawaiian raw fish salad – and
Spam musubi are two of Hula Girl’s top sell-
ers, Brennan said. The musubi, a sushi snack
containing marinated Spam, can be an ac-
quired taste for some, but it generally wins
over a number of converts, Brennan added.

Don’t discount the mainland entrees.
Brennan says the non-Hawaiian dishes pack
a punch despite their stateside roots.

“We have beautiful New York steaks in
here,” she said.

And vegetarians won’t be left out of the
fun, either. The menu boasts several teriyaki
plates, one featuring tofu as the protein of
choice, served with rice or a salad.

Also, Brennan says, the woodear mush-
room salad is a bit of “a sleeper hit.” Teem-
ing with sweet potato noodles, edamame,
daikon, and of course the featured mush-

rooms, it’s great by itself — or with grilled
chicken or steak for the omnivores at the
table.

The bar offers a plethora of cocktails,
wines, and beers to wash down your meal.

 “Our mai tai is one of the best things that
we have,” Brennan says, and the wine list
sports many regional and further-flung of-
ferings, beginning with Maryland and
stretching out to the Finger Lakes region of
New York and beyond. The beers, Brennan
says, are a blend of local and Hawaiian
breweries, ranging from Adroit Theory in
Purcellville to Kona Brewing Company on
the Big Island.

The restaurant’s first few months of life
have been a whirlwind of growth, but
Brennan says they’re not finished yet. She’s
still aiming to get one of the D.C. area’s most
famous Hawaiians – President Obama – in
for a meal before he moves out of town.

“I briefly went to the same high school as
he did and we were born in the same hos-
pital,” Brennan said.

Based on the reception Hula Girl has re-
ceived from the community, he wouldn’t be
disappointed.

Hula Girl Brings Taste of Hawaii to Shirlington

Details
Hula Girl

4044 Campbell Ave., Arlington
11:30 a.m.-10 p.m. Sunday-Thursday; 11:30

a.m.-11 p.m. Friday-Saturday.
Hidden gem: The woodear mushroom salad. “I

think when people do kind of find it, they’re like
‘Oh my gosh, this is so great,’” says owner Mikala
Brennan. “I wanted to do something that was ve-
gan-friendly.”

Point of pride: The bathroom, which is decorated
with photos that bring meaning to Brennan’s life.
“A lot of them are pictures of my mom,” Lynda “LB”
Brennan, who was a Pan-American flight atten-
dant. “If you look closely at the pictures, it’s a
story.”

What started as a food truck has blossomed
into a full-fledged restaurant giving Hawaiians
— and Hawaiian food fans — a taste of home.

The restaurant’s cocktail, wine,
and beer lists are extensive. The
Spicy Hula begins with a habanero-
infused tequila and cools the
tongue off with some lime and
hibiscus syrup.

Hula Girl’s table décor is fun – and
functional.

Email announcements to gazette@
connectionnewspapers.com. Include date,
time, location, description and contact for
event: phone, email and/or website. Pho-
tos and artwork welcome. Deadline is
Thursday at noon, at least two weeks be-
fore event.

ONGOING
“Mountains: Recent Paintings by

Sue Grace.” Gallery hours, through
Feb. 22 at Goodwin House Bailey’s
Crossroads, 3440 S. Jefferson St. Sue
Grace’s paintings draw inspiration
from the West Virginia Mountains
and time she has spent there. These
paintings present representational,
abstract, and figurative elements of
her painting. Free. Email Anthony
Brock at abrock@goodwinhouse.org.

“No Holds Barred.” Through Feb. 27,
10 a.m.-5 p.m. on Fridays, 10 a.m.-4
p.m. on Saturdays at The Gallery @
Convergence, 1801 N. Quaker Lane.
This exhibit is named for the “don’t
hold back, just let go” approach
artists Pamela Underhill and Rusty
Lynn employ in their artmaking.
Free. Visit www.convergence.org for

more.
Art League Student and Faculty

Show. Gallery hours at The Art
League, 105 N. Union St. Faculty
works will be showcased alongside
hundreds of paintings, drawings,
printmaking, stained glass, jewelry,
ceramics, pottery, fiber, mosaics,
sculpture created by our student
body. Free. Visit
www.theartleague.org for more.

“Color and Shape.” Through Feb. 28,
gallery hours at The Associates
Gallery at the Torpedo Factory, 105
N. Union St. The Associates Gallery
(TAG) February exhibit features two
painters – Jill Finsen and Barbara
Muth. Both Finsen and Muth paint
moments made vivid through color
and shape.  Free. Visit
www.torpedofactory.org for more.

“All aBoard.” Through Feb. 28,
gallery hours at The Del Ray Artisans
Gallery, 2704 Mount Vernon Ave.
Eight board members, Ron Blank,
Michele Reday Cook, Kim S. Joy,
Stephen Lally, Marlin Lord, Elizabeth
Guerry Mead, Kathy Turner and Joan
Woodill, display their work. Free.
Visit www.delrayartisans.org/show.

Art Exhibit: “Women Do It!”

Through Feb. 28 at Torpedo Factory
Art Center, 105 N. Union St. The
National Women’s Caucus for Art
presents the “Women Do It” exhibit.
Free. VIsit www.torpedofactory.org
for more.

“Shake Loose.” Through March 6,
Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday at
8 p.m., Saturday at 3 p.m. and 8
p.m., and Sunday at 3 p.m. and 7
p.m. at MetroStage, 1201 N. Royal
St. “Shake Loose” features music and
lyrics by Thomas W. Jones II, William
Hubbard and William Knowles. It
features stories and songs from
MetroStage productions including
“Three Sistahs,” “Cool Papa’s Party,”
“Ladies Swing the Blues” and more.
Tickets $55-60. Call 703-548-9044 or
visit www.metrostage.org.

Art Exhibit: “Storytelling/Global
Narratives.” Through March 13,
gallery hours at Schlesinger Center’s
Fisher Gallery at Northern Virginia
Community College’s Alexandria
Campus, 4915 E. Campus Drive. Part
of the regional project “Al-Mutanabbi
Street Starts Here DC 2016”, a book,
arts and cultural festival through
March throughout the Washington,
D.C. area. “Storytelling/Global

Narratives” will commemorate the
2007 bombing of Baghdad’s historic
bookselling street and celebrate the
free exchange of ideas and
knowledge. Free. Visit www.nvcc.edu
for more.

“A Salute to Primary Colors.”
Through March 13, 10 a.m.-5 p.m., 9
p.m. on second Thursday of each
month. Potomac Fiber Arts Gallery
presents primary colors in all forms
including as gifts, jewelry, sculpture,
clothing, and wall pieces. Free. Visit
www.Potomacfiberartsgallery.com.

“Wings from Chains.” Through
March 13, gallery hours at The
Athenaeum, 201 Prince St. Artists
consider the roles and responsibilities
in society. Free. Visit www.nvfaa.org
or call 703-548-0035.

Medical Care for the Civil War
Soldier Exhibit. Ongoing at the
Fort Ward museum, 4301 W.
Braddock Road. ongoing exhibit
which features original medical
instruments and equipment from the
Civil War period and information on
Union Army hospital sites in
Alexandria. Free. Visit
www.alexandriava.gov/fortward.

“Ancient Art of Movement.” 1 p.m.

at Hollin Hall Senior Center, 1500
Shenandoah Road. Carmen Shippy,
retired professional dancer, teaches a
series designed for ages 50 and
above. Movements are designed to
strengthen core muscles and increase
flexibility. Adjustments will be made
for those with physical limitations.
First lesson in the series is free for
non-center members. To continue
lessons, a yearly membership to all
Senior Center programs is $48. Call
703-765-4573 to sign up.

Flamenco Show. Wednesdays and
Thursdays, 7:30-8:30 p.m. at La
Tasca, 607 King St. Watch dancers
and guitarists perform traditional
flamenco. Free to attend. Call 703-
299-9810 or visit
www.latascausa.com.

French Movie Night. Every Thursday,
7 p.m. in the back room of Fontaine
Caffe & Creperie, 119 S. Royal St.
View a French film. Free, no
reservation necessary. Call 703-535-
8151 or visit
www.fontainecaffe.com/
reviews.html.

THURSDAY/FEB. 18

Calendar
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COMMUNITIES OF WORSHIP

To Advertise Your Faith Community, call Karen at 703-917-6468

Good Shepherd Catholic
Church Mass Schedule

8710 Mount Vernon Highway, Alexandria VA, 22309
Tel: 703-780-4055 Fax: 703-360-5385 • www.gs-cc.org

Saturday:
5:00 pm Vigil Mass
6:30 pm Vigil Mass (en Español)
Sunday:
7:30 am; 9:00 am (with Sign
Language Interpreter and
Children’s Liturgy of the Word);
10:30 am; 12:00 Noon;
2:00 pm (en Español); 6:30 pm
Monday-Saturday:
9:00 am Mass
En Español: Monday, 6:30 pm;
Thursday, 7:30 pm;

First Friday,
7:30 pm
Eucharistic
Adoration:
Wednesday: 6:00 pm;
Thursday: 7:00 pm; First Friday:
following 9:00 am Mass & 7:00 pm
Confession:
Wednesday, 6:00 pm;
Saturday, 8:00 am, 4:00 pm
En Español:
Sunday, 1:10 pm;
Saturday, 6:00 pm

Join us for the Year of Mercy

Little Theatre of Alexandria

600 Wolfe Street • 703-683-0496

www.thelittletheatre.com

Join these madcap men in
tights as they weave their
wicked way through all of
Shakespeare’s comedies,
histories and tragedies in

one wild ride that will
leave you breathless and

helpless with laughter.

SHOW DATES:
February 27–March 19

Exp. 3/31/16

editors@connectionnewspapers.com
or complete our online form at

connectionnewspapers.com/pets

Be Part
of The
Pet

Connection
in February

Send Your
Photos & Stories

Now to

Be sure to include your name,
address and phone number,
and identify all people and

pets in photos.

Advertising Deadlines are the previous Thursday unless noted.

MARCH
3/2/2016..........................................................Wellbeing
3/9/2016...............HomeLifeStyle Real Estate Pullout
3/16/2016....................................A+ Camps & Schools
3/23/2016....Spring Fun, Food, Arts & Entertainment
FCPS Spring Break 3/21-3/25

APRIL
4/6/2016..................Wellbeing – Senior Living Pullout
Easter Sunday is March 27
4/13/2016................Real Estate Pullout – New Homes
4/20/2016....................................A+ Camps & Schools
4/27/2016......................A+ Camps & Schools Pullout
4/27/2016..........................Mother’s Day Celebrations,

Dining & Gifts I
4/27/2016.....................................Spring Outlook 2016
E-mail sales@connectionnewspapers.com for more information.

Reaching Suburban Washington’s Leading Households
• Alexandria Gazette Packet
• Arlington Connection
• Burke Connection
• Centre View
• Chantilly Connection

• Fairfax Connection
• Fairfax Station/Clifton/Lorton Connection
• Great Falls Connection
• McLean Connection
• Mount Vernon Gazette

• Oak Hill/Herndon Connection
• Potomac Almanac
• Reston Connection
• Springfield Connection
• Vienna/Oakton Connection

Newspapers & Online
703-778-9431

www.ConnectionNewspapers.com/Advertising

Award-
Winning
Award-

Winning

SPECIAL CONNECTIONS CALENDAR

Entertainment

National Art Education
Association Inaugural Event.
4:30-6:30 p.m. at 901 Prince St. An
exhibition of diverse works of art
created by pre-k-12 students in
Alexandria public schools will mark
the inauguration of the new
headquarters of the National Art
Education Association. Free. Call
703-860-8000 for more.

Marshall Tucker Band. 7:30 p.m. at
The Birchmere, 3701 Mount Vernon
Ave. Southern rock band performs.
Tickets are $45. Visit
www.birchmere.com for more.

The Derds. 8 p.m. at Evening Star
Cafe, 2000 Mount Vernon Ave. Free.
Visit www.facebook.com/derdsmusic
for more.

FRIDAY/FEB. 19
Harlem Renaissance Fair. 6-11 p.m.

at Northern Virginia Community
College–Richard J. Ernst Community
Cultural Center, 8333 Little
Turnpike, Annandale. The event will
include performances by Thad
Wilson’s Jazz Orchestra, featuring
vocalist Sharón Clark. During the
musical performances, dancers will
demonstrate dance steps of the era.
Actor and poet David Mills will also
present a one-man play based on the
life and poetry of Langston Hughes.
Tickets are $20-50. Visit
www.nvcc.edu for more.

FEB. 19-MARCH 15
Solo Exhibit: Lynn Boggess. Gallery

hours at Principle Gallery, 208 King
St. Lynn Boggess paints landscapes
from the West Virginian woods to
Floridian seascapes with palette
knives and cement trowels for
texture. Free. VIsit
www.principlegallery.com for more.

SATURDAY/FEB. 20
Workshop: Vegetable Gardening.

10:30 a.m.-12 p.m. at the Ellen
Coolidge Burke Branch Library, 4701
Seminary Road. The Master
Gardeners of Northern Virginia,
(Arlington and Alexandria) present a
workshop for the beginning vegetable
gardener. Program will address best
practices for site selection, soil
requirements and soil improvement,
as well as guidance on crop selection
and planting schedules. Free. Call
703-228-6414.

Live Painting Demonstration. 1-
2:30 p.m. at Principle Gallery, 208
King St. Artist Lynn Boggess
demonstrates her painting techniques
using palette knives and cement
trowels. Free. Visit
www.principlegallery.com for more.

GenreCon5: Who Dunnit Best? 2-4
p.m. at Beatley Central Library, 5005
Duke St. Children ages 10 and up are
invited to wear their best detective
outfit and participate in sleuth trivia,
games, and more. Free. Call 703-746-
1751 for more.

Auction and Potluck Dinner. 3:30
p.m. at Mount Vernon Unitarian
Church, 1909 Windmill Lane. This
event starts at 3:30 pm with a silent
auction and refreshments. At 5:30,
partake in a potluck dinner. Then, at
6:30, a live auction showcases
donations such as quilts, dog sitting
services, professional tarot card
reading, and a professional
photography session. Free. Call 703-
298-2176 for more.

Country-Western Dance. 6:30-7:30
p.m. lessons and 7:30-10 p.m. at
Hollin Hall Senior Center, 1500
Shenandoah Road. The Northern
Virginia Country-Western Dance
Association will hold a dance with

music provided by a DJ. Tickets are
$10 for members, $12 for non-
members. Visit www.nvcwda.org for
more.

SATURDAY-SUNDAY/FEB. 20-21
Tea with Martha Washington.  3-

4:30 p.m. at Gadsby’s Tavern
Museum, 134 N. Royal St. 18th
century tea includes the museum’s
special blend of tea, pound cake,
dried fruit, and assortment of
cookies. Also learn how Martha
Washington might entertain guests.
Tickets are $25 each, $20 for groups
of six or more. Visit
www.shop.alexandriava.gov for
more.

SUNDAY/FEB. 21
Walking With Washington Tour. 2-

3:30 p.m. starting at Ramsay House
Visitors Center, 221 King St. Visit
George Washington’s hometown and
view some of the sites connected to
the General, such as where he filled
his prescriptions or slept overnight
before returning to Mount Vernon.
Free. Visit
www.VisitAlexandriaVA.com/
GWbday.

“African-American History in
Alexandria.” 2-4 p.m. at Cameron
Station Clubhouse, 200 Cameron
Station Blvd. Audrey P. Davis,
Director of the Alexandria Black
History Museum, presents “African-
American History in Alexandria.”
Free. Call 703-256-4541 for more.

Children’s Tea with Martha
Washington. 3-4:30 p.m. at
Gadsby’s Tavern Museum, 134 N.
Royal St. “Martha Washington
explains 18th-century tea customs as
well as clothing and dancing of the
period. The tea includes the
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Entertainment

museum’s special blend of tea, pound
cake, dried fruit, and assortment of
cookies. Party attire is requested.
Tickets are $25. Visit
www.alexandriava.gov or call 703-
746-4242 for more.

Barbershop Harmony Concert. 3
p.m. at Mount Vernon Unitarian
Church, 1909 Windmill Lane. The 30-
member Harmony Heritage Singers
presents a concert of familiar
patriotic and popular music. The
men’s a capella chorus preserves the
American tradition known as
“barbershop.” Free. Contact 703-765-
4779 or brandtron@verizon.net.

West Potomac High School
Showcase. 5 pm. at West Potomac’s
Springbank Auditorium, 6500
Quander Road. West Potomac High
School dance and theater students
will join with local studios to present
showcase performances for the
public. $3 in advance, $5 at the door.
Email glisenby@verizon.net for
tickets.

2CELLOS. 8 p.m. at DAR Constitution
Hall, 1776 D St. NW, Washington,
D.C. The Birchmere of Alexandria
presents 2CELLOS, a band comprised
of Croatian cellists. Tickets are
$47.50-67.50. Visit
www.2cellos.com.

MONDAY/FEB. 22
George Washington’s Birthday. 9

a.m.- 4:30 p.m. at George
Washington’s Mount Vernon, 3200
Mount Vernon Memorial Highway.
Visit Mount Vernon for special
wreath-laying ceremonies throughout
the day and watch as newly
naturalized Americans take the oath
of citizenship. Also find birthday
cake, storytelling and more. Free.
Visit www.mountvernon.org.

Live Animal Lunchtime. 12 p.m. at
Huntley Meadows Park, 3701
Lockheed Blvd. Bring your lunch and
dine with a special animal guest; a
snake, turtle, or toad. Learn about
their diet, adaptations, and habitat
through crafts and hands-on learning
for adults and children. $8 for
residents of Fairfax County, $10 for
non-residents. Visit
www.fairfaxcounty.gov for more.

Lecture: Women of Alexandria. 7
p.m. at The Athenaeum, 201 Prince
St. “Women of Alexandria, from
Antebellum to the 20th Century” will
depict the effect of the Civil War)on
the lives of Alexandria’s women
before, during, and after the war.
Free. Visit www.nvfaa.org or call
703-548-0035.

WEDNESDAY/FEB. 24
Sanctuary Studio. 10:15-11:45 a.m.

at St. Aidan’s Episcopal Church,
8531 Riverside Road. Using drawing,
watercolor, and collage materials,
explore line, shape, and color as a
meditative process. Free, donations
accepted. Visit
www.staidansepiscopal.com.

Women & Wine. 6 p.m. at Sara
Campbell, 320 Prince St. This event
is for women 21 years and older who
enjoy wine and are interested in
getting to know other women in
Alexandria. Tickets are $27. Visit
www.eventbrite.com/o/volunteer-
alexandria-230855757.

THURSDAY/FEB. 25
Center for Alexandria’s Children

Gala. 7-10 p.m. at Blackwall Hitch,
5 Cameron St. This year’s theme is
“boots & bling.” Enjoy custom
signature cocktails, taco bar, raffle
and live music. Tickets are $150.
Visit www.alexandriaskids.org.

FRIDAY/FEB. 26
Family Fun Night. 6-9 p.m. at

Chinquapin Park Recreation Center &
Aquatics Facility, 3210 King St. Pool

games include beach ball relays,
water basketball, diving for prizes
and fun on the “Aqua Challenge”
floating obstacle course. Participate
in swimming skill assessments for
youth, learn pool safety tips and
more. Tickets are $4. Visit
www.shop.alexandriava.gov for
more.

SATURDAY/FEB. 27
Kids Consignment Sale. 8 a.m.-

12:30 p.m. at Trinity United
Methodist Church, 2911 Cameron
Mills Road. Doors close at 11:15,
then everything is 50 percent off. No
strollers allowed. Free. Email
momsclubconsignment@gmail.com.

National Historic Landmark
Unveiling.  10-11 a.m. at George
Washington Masonic National
Memorial, 101 Callahan Drive.
Followed by a special tour of the
Memorial. Free. Visit
www.VisitAlexandriaVA.com/
GWbday.

Bright Horizons Grand Opening
Celebration. 10 a.m.-1 p.m. at
Bright Horizons, 411 John Carlyle St.
Explore the new early education and
preschool center. Free. Visit
www.brighthorizons.com/alexandria.

Civil War Recruiting Day. 1-4 p.m.
at Fort Ward Museum & Historic Site,
4301 W. Braddock Road. Soldiers
and civilians of the 3rd U.S. Regular
Infantry, Company K, will be on hand
to talk about period clothing and
equipment, present drill
demonstrations, and explain the
variety of roles that military and
civilian interpreters can portray.
Visitors can also inquire about how to
join local reenactment units and
learn what kind of clothing and
equipment a novice reenactor
requires. Admission is free. Visit
www.fortward.org for more.

George Washington Symposium. 1-
3 p.m. at George Washington
Masonic National Memorial, 101
Callahan Drive. The George
Washington Symposium is held
annually on Washington’s birthday to
provide the public with research on
the life of George Washington. This
year’s theme is “From Relics to
Repositories: Preserving George
Washington’s Legacy Yesterday and
Today.” Free. Visit
www.VisitAlexandriaVA.com/
GWbday.

Tea with Lady Washington. 2-3
p.m. at George Washington’s Mount
Vernon, 3200 Mount Vernon
Highway, Mount Vernon. Join “Lady
Washington” for an intimate fireside
tea and conversation. Tickets are $30
for adults, $20 for children. Visit
www.mountvernon.org for more.

Tune Into Nature News. 4 p.m. at
Huntley Meadows Park, 3701
Lockheed Blvd. Get in-depth
reporting out in the field about the
latest eco-updates throughout
Huntley’s habitats.  $7 for residents
of Fairfax County, $9 for non-
residents. Visit
www.fairfaxcounty.gov for more.

Evening Woodcock Walk. 5:30 p.m.
at Huntley Meadows Park, 3701
Lockheed Blvd. Listen for the call of
the male woodcock and hopefully see
his courtship dance and flight. $6 for
residents of Fairfax County, $8 for
non-residents. Visit
www.fairfaxcounty.gov for more.

Washington Birthday Gala. 5:30-
9:30 p.m. at George Washington
Masonic National Memorial, 101
Callahan Drive. This black-tie event
will feature entertainment and a
formal banquet and presentation of
the George Washington Memorial
Award. Tickets are $125. Visit
www.VisitAlexandriaVA.com/
GWbday.

“Music is Magic.” 6 p.m. at The
Westin Hotel, 400 Courthouse
Square. “Music is Magic” is the theme
for the 29th Annual Symphony Ball

and Auction. The Ball, presented by
the Symphony Orchestra League of
Alexandria (SOLA) supports
fundraising efforts for the Alexandria
Symphony Orchestra. Tickets start at
$200. Visit www.solaalexandria.org.

Documentary Screening. 7 p.m. at
Mount Vernon Unitarian Church,
1909 Windmill Lane. Watch a 90-
minute documentary on the life and
principles of Aldo Leopold, author of
“Sand County Almanac” and
conservationist/environmentalist.
Free. Call 703-298-2176 for more.

SUNDAY/FEB. 28
Live Animal Lunchtime. 12 p.m. at

Huntley Meadows Park, 3701
Lockheed Blvd. Bring your lunch and
dine with a special animal guest; a
snake, turtle, or toad. Learn about
their diet, adaptations, and habitat
through crafts and hands-on learning
for adults and children. Tickets are
$8 for residents of Fairfax County,
$10 for non-residents. Visit
www.fairfaxcounty.gov for more.

Wonders of Science. 1-4 p.m. at the
Stabler-Leadbeater Apothecary
Museum, 105-107 S. Fairfax St. Visit
the Apothecary and discover curious

objects, from poison bottles to
dragon’s blood, find out how they
were used and if they worked. During
the tours, Project Enlightenment,
McLean High School’s historical-
reenactment society, will conduct
18th century scientific
demonstrations. Tickets are $6. Visit
www.shop.alexandriava.gov.

“How Does Noise Affect Bird
Communication?” 2 p.m. at
Sherwood Regional Library, 2501
Sherwood Hall Lane. Dr. David
Luther, biology professor at George
Mason University will discuss how
biological and human-made noises,
like traffic, affect acoustic
communication of birds in urban
areas. His talk will cover some bird
species commonly seen at Dyke
Marsh. Free. Call 703-765-3645.

Walking With Washington Tour. 2-
3:30 p.m. starting at Ramsay House
Visitors Center, 221 King St. Visit
George Washington’s hometown and
view some of the sites connected to
the General, such as where he filled
his prescriptions or slept overnight
before returning to Mount Vernon.
Free. Visit
www.VisitAlexandriaVA.com/
GWbday.

Reception: Art League Student
and Faculty Show. 2-4 p.m. at The
Art League, 105 N. Union St.
Celebrate this exhibit which features
faculty works alongside hundreds of
paintings, drawings, printmaking,
stained glass, jewelry, ceramics,
pottery, fiber, mosaics, sculpture
created by our student body. Free.
Visit www.theartleague.org for more.

Live Fashion Shoot. 6-8 p.m. at St.
George Gallery, 105 N. Alfred St.
Attend a  live fashion photoshoot by
Troi Hansley of Lenses by Troi,
featuring designs of Joan A. Sealey of
Jo-Ann’s Atelier. Together the
designers and fashion photographer
wish to recognize and celebrate the
creative, cultural and inspirational
contributions that Africans and
African-Americans bring to their
clients and local communities. Free.
Visit Call 703-299-9495 for more.

Anne Hills and Susan Greenbaum.
7 p.m. at George Washington
Masonic Memorial, 101 Callahan
Drive. Contemporary folk singers
Anne Hills and Susan Greenbaum
perform. Tickets are $18, $15 in
advance and for Focus Music
members. Visit www.focusmusic.org.

FocusMusic is a mostly volunteer-run nonprofit orga-
nization that produces folk and acoustic music shows in
Alexandria. On Sunday, Feb. 28 at 7 p.m. Anne Hills and
Susan Greenbaum will perform at the George Washing-
ton Masonic Memorial, 101 Callahan Drive. Tickets are
$18 and $15 in advance and for Focus Music members.
Visit www.focusmusic.org for more.

Live Music

Susan Greenbaum

Anne Hills

Photo Contributed

The Derds will perform at 8 p.m. on Thursday, Feb. 18 at Evening Star Cafe, 2000 Mount
Vernon Ave. Free. Visit www.facebook.com/derdsmusic.
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News

By Tim Peterson

The Gazette

E
motional independent outbursts
and communal chants of “Fund
our schools” and “Invest in kids”
echoed through the grand amphi-

theater just beyond the entrance to the
Fairfax County Government Center.

The same day Fairfax County Executive
Ed Long announced his proposal for a nearly
$4 billion county budget at the Board of
Supervisors morning meeting, school advo-
cacy groups including IamFCPS, the Fairfax
County Council of PTAs, Fairfax Education
Association, Fairfax FLAGS and Fairfax Arts
Coalition for Education, organized a rally
in the evening calling for the supervisors to
fully fund the FY 2017 budget adopted by
the School Board.

That budget, a $121.4 million increase
over the previous year, represents not only
a 6.7 percent increase in transfer from the
county, but also enables Superintendent Dr.
Karen Garza to steer the school system for-
ward with no additional cuts to programs
or services.

Though Garza won’t formally present her
budget to the supervisors until early April,
Long’s $3.988 billion proposed budget falls
short of the current requested transfer to
the school system by nearly $68 million.

“This is not good enough,” said Fairfax
Education Association president Kimberly

Adams. “Our children are worth more, our
community is worth more, and Fairfax is
willing to invest a few cents more to make
sure our next generation has a bright fu-
ture.”

Adams was one of several speakers sched-
uled to speak who also included Debbie
Kilpatrick, president of the Fairfax County
Council of PTAs; Shirley Ginwright, presi-
dent of the Fairfax County NAACP; and
Garza.

Several members of the Fairfax County
School Board were in attendance, as well

as Supervisor Cathy Hudgins (D-Hunter
Mill) and Board of Supervisors Chairman
Sharon Bulova.

Bulova, whose introduction was met with
lively cheering, attempted to reassure the
audience that the budget process is just
beginning, and requires public input and
communication.

“We’re hearing that communication here
tonight,” Bulova said. “Education is our
number one priority, but we have to look at
the budget holistically.”

Bulova echoed the earlier remarks from

Ginwright that “education from the top
makes us sure to have an educated com-
munity” and added that this is just “the be-
ginning of the budget process, we have to
strike the right balance and make sure our
children have what they need to succeed.”

McLean High School senior Emily
Robinson, who took credit for creating the
viral hashtag #SaveFCPS, agreed that “fully
funding public schools shouldn’t just be a
requirement of governing bodies, it should
be the foremost priority.

“I fear for the students who will be in
Fairfax County after me,” she said.

Sarah Mattingly was School Board mem-
ber Sandy Evans’ (Mason District) appoin-
tee to the superintendent’s budget task force
that met to run the numbers for possible
cuts prior to the formation of the school
system’s next budget.

She explained to the audience that de-
spite the fact she and her husband don’t
even have children in Fairfax County Pub-
lic Schools, “nothing is more important for
us to do as taxpayers, property owners, or
residents, than help children.

“I’m not here for my property values,”
Mattingly continued, “they’ll be just fine on
their own. Today was disappointing, but it’s
not over.”

For more information from Fairfax County
Public Schools on its FY 2017 budget, visit
www.fcps.edu/news/fy2017.shtml.

Parents, Community Supporters Rally to ‘Invest in Kids’

Hundreds of parents and community supporters turned out to spread
the message “Invest in Kids” after an advertised Fairfax County budget
announced Feb. 16 leaves the public schools system around $68 million
short of its requested transfer.
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County Executive Presents Budget Proposal
From Page 1

Chart showing where county money goes.

that, unless the Board of Supervisors pro-
vides for a funding increase above Mr.
Long’s recommendation, Fairfax County
Public Schools will once again have to make
damaging budget cuts that will reduce edu-
cational opportunities for our children.”

McKay, head of the budget committee,
immediately countered after the Board of
Supervisors hearing. He had already read
words from various school officials.

“Expressing to people somehow that the
Board of Supervisors is cutting the school
budget which was again expressed in writ-
ing today,” said McKay, “is just technically
not true.”

“Let’s talk about how we can better meet
the school’s needs but let’s be truthful in
presenting the facts to people about what
is actually happening. While the county has
dramatically increased education funding
every year that I’ve been on board, the state
has fallen further and further and further
behind.”

“There is a point in time in which we have
to lobby the state to fix that problem,” he
said.

The board has increased the funding of
schools by $230 million since FY 2008, he
said during the presentation. “Clearly this
budget doesn’t meet the transfer request of
the schools and we need to do something
to address that.”

VIRGINIA RANKS in the top ten in both

per capita and median household income
but in the bottom 10 for state funding of
public education, according to county docu-
ments.

“As the county has been saying for many
years, the state is not meeting its share of
funding for K-12 education in Fairfax
County,” Long said. “That puts a tremen-
dous strain on other parts of our budget
when the state doesn’t come through.”

“That’s an awful lot for our citizens to
bear,” said Supervisor Pat Herrity (R-Spring-
field) of the proposed tax increase. “I’m
hoping we can do something with our com-
munity to take the burden off the backs of
our taxpayers.”

Supervisor John Cook (R-Braddock)
called it a “dark and dreary and ugly day.”

“We are getting squeezed by national eco-
nomic forces that are the worst in our life-
times,” he said. “This is where it comes to
roost. Right here.”

“We’re going to have to get out a pencil
and figure out where we can find some sav-
ings,” said Cook. “Four pennies is nothing I
can swallow.”

“I’m not gloomy,” said Supervisor Cathy
Hudgins (D-Hunter Mill). “Four cents
sounds like an awful lot, but I can tell you I
feel stronger in the way that we can sup-
port the schools, and the ways we can sup-
port the community.”

The countywide average assessment for
all homes is $527,648, and the owner of a
home valued that much would see $304
increase in property taxes. The county av-
erage assessment for a single family house
is $632,507. Assessments vary by location.
In Great Falls, the average is $1,055,249.
In Centreville, the average is $385,089.

CRITICAL ITEMS included in the budget,
according to Long: FCPS operating increase
of three percent; FCPS infrastructure invest-
ment; improvements in county employee
compensation; investments in public safety
including increased staffing, beginning
implementation of Ad Hoc Police Commis-
sion recommendations and Diversion First,
staffing for new police station in South
County; spending on Human Services, in-
cluding full funding for this year’s intellec-
tual disability graduates.

Several issues contribute to the revenue
challenges, Long said.

❖ The local economy underperformed the
national economy from 2011 - 2014.

❖ High office vacancy rate in the county
– over 20 million square feet vacant out of
116.5 million square feet. As of mid-year
2015, direct office vacancy rate was 16.5
percent, highest since 1991, when it was
16.8 percent.

❖ Local real estate market is
underperforming the nation, so county’s FY
2017 real estate tax growth lower than an-
ticipated.
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Fort Hunt Youth Softball
Registration is going on now!
Girls grades Kindergarten through 12th grade.
All girls are welcome – no
boundary requirements.
Register at
fhyaasoftball.org 
Registration closes
March 1. Register by
2/20/16 to avoid a late fee.
Questions? Contact Registrar
at fhyaasoftball@gmail.com

Sports

See Wolverine,  Page 19

By Jon Roetman

The Gazette

T
he West Potomac boys’ basket
ball team will host a Conference
7 tournament quarterfinal game
as part of a doubleheader on

Friday, Feb. 19, but the Wolverines’ oppo-
nent was undetermined as of press time.

If West Potomac defeated Annandale in
both teams’ regular season finale on
Wednesday, the Wolverines would be the
No. 2 seed and host No. 7 South County at
8 p.m. on Friday, following the West
Potomac girls’ game at 6 p.m. If the Wol-
verines lost to Annandale, they would be
the No. 3 seed and host No. 6 Woodson on
Friday.

West Potomac won both meetings with
South County during the regular season and
split with Woodson.

The tournament semifinals will be played
Saturday at the home court of the higher
seed. Both championship games are sched-
uled for Sunday at South County High
School, with the girls playing at 1 p.m. and
the boys at 3 p.m.

West Potomac has turned things around
after a slow start, winning nine of 11 en-
tering Wednesday’s game against
Annandale.

The Wolverines traveled to face South
County on Friday, Feb. 12, and the start time
was moved up due to inclement weather.
The game eventually tipped off around 4:45
p.m., roughly 35 minutes after visiting West
Potomac got off the bus, head coach David
Houston III said.

Despite limited preparation time, West
Potomac, for the most part, went through
its usual pregame routine.

“The good thing is, because so many of
these guys have been playing together for
so long, I don’t have to say a lot of stuff,”
Houston said. “I think in previous years or
on a different team, it would throw us off.
But today, we all knew what we came here

to do.”
The Wolverines didn’t need a lengthy pre-

game pep talk to get focused. Once the
game started, West Potomac didn’t need
much time to take control.

The Wolverines built a 17-4 advantage in
the first quarter, led by 22 at halftime and
defeated the Stallions 59-45 at South
County High School in Lorton.

West Potomac dominated early and led
35-13 at halftime after senior forward Jamie
Sara chased down a rebound and buried a
corner 3-pointer with 27 seconds remain-
ing in the second quarter.

South County cut the lead to nine in the
fourth quarter when junior guard Garrett
Reaves scored on a putback with 6:10 re-
maining, but West Potomac freshman Daryl
Mackey answered with a 3-pointer and the
Wolverines led by double digits for the fi-
nal 5:30.

West Potomac opened the game with an
11-2 run and led 17-4 after junior guard
Khalil Williams Diggins made 2 of 3 free-
throw attempts with 2.3 seconds left in the
first quarter.

South County managed just four field
goals in the first half, including a buzzer-

beating, three-quarter-court heave by jun-
ior guard Andre Austin to end the opening
quarter.

“They dealt with [the early tipoff] way
better than we did,” South County head
coach Travis Hess said. “I really thought that
because they had to get on the bus and rush
here and only have 10 minutes to warm up
and we were able have a walk-through like
normal, have a shoot-around [that was]
semi-normal and had more time to warm
up, I actually thought that we would be

Wolverines dominate
early against
South County.

West Potomac To Host Conference Tournament Game

Da’Jon Bellfield and the West Potomac boys’ basket-
ball team will host a Conference 7 tournament game
on Friday.

Photos by Jon Roetman/The Gazette

Freshman guard Daryl Mackey scored 15 points
against South County on Feb. 12.
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Education●Learning●Fun

By Marilyn Campbell

The Gazette

B
eams of neon light flash around a
dark room. Young Star Wars fans
from a galaxy not so far away wield

light sabers and move with carefully cho-
reographed steps. These Jedis-in-training
are undergoing a fantasy combat training
that melds martial arts with light saber
fighting, Star Wars-style.

“Star Wars fans are the ultimate martial
arts enthusiasts. Star Wars is 100 percent
developed on the concepts and philosophies
of martial arts … the use of the sword, the
belief structure,” said Michael Dietrich of
Dietrich’s Karate Fitness and Life Skills in
Burke. “Now we have an opportunity to
invite students because of their interest in
the movie. It’s an easy way to bring them
into our schools and show them what mar-
tial arts are all about.”

Building on the hype surrounding the re-
cent release of ”Star Wars: Episode VII - The

Force Awakens,” Dietrich began offering
classes at his newly created “Laser Saber
Academy.” Students sign up for a six-week
class, where they learn how to use a light
saber, tap into “The Force,” and improve
their focus, discipline and determination.

“Any time a new movie or TV show comes
out that features a robot, there is a spike in

interest in robotics,” said Dan Gallagher of
RobotWorks in Burke. “Every kid I’ve talked
to since the Star Wars movie came out wants
to know how BB-8 works. Before that, they
talked about other robots like Wall-E, R2D2,
and Baymax.”

At RobotWorks, Gallagher’s students learn
basic robot design, construction and pro-

gramming. “In general, though, kids are
always interested in robots and how they
work. Robots are fun,” said Gallagher.
“Building robots is even more fun, so we
see a steady interest that might jump a little
when a new movie robot makes an appear-
ance because it acts as a reminder of that
interest — bringing it back to the front
burner.”

The concepts of the Star Wars universe
are seeping into the extracurricular class
choices at local schools, with students opt-
ing to take offerings like robotics and 3-D
modeling. “I think that there is some inter-
est in our STEAM (Science, Technology,
Engineering, the Arts and Mathematics)
activities that grows from sci-fi movies like
Star Wars,” said Richard Rho, director of
Technology Education and Innovation at St.
Stephen’s & St. Agnes School. “I have had
students 3D model and print the Tie Fight-
ers and X Wing from the movies as well as
talking about how we could create our own
BB-8 droid in the robotics lab as the off sea-
son project.”

Educators say that such activities are fun
and engaging while also educational. “It’s
great students are getting inspired by the
movie to create ideas and designs and
spreading that interest with the rest of our
community,” said Rho.

‘Star Wars’ Fans Flock to Local Classes
Movie’s popularity
leaves fans wanting to
feel “The Force.”

Photo courtesy of Dietrich’s Karate Fitness and Life Skills

Students work on light saber skills during a class at Dietrich’s Karate
Fitness and Life Skills in Burke.
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Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday 4 p.m.

703-778-9411

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon
EmploymentEmployment

ASST. BOOKSTORE MANAGER
(Springfield Campus)

Mid $20s
401k, 2 wks vacation

Lots of advancement oppts!
jsmith@bncollege.com

Experienced Wait Staff and 
Line Cooks

Elsies Magic Skillet Restaurant 
8166 Richmond Hwy Alex, VA 22309

571-969-8145

PEDIATRIC RN/LPN
Our busy happy stimulating pediatric 
practice in Alexandria and Fairfax has 

an opening for a PT position with some 
travel between offices. Ideal for nurses 

returning to the workforce.  Competitive 
salary with benefits. Orientation provid-

ed. Fax resume to 703-914-5494 or 
email to cmaschedule@aol.com.

Educational Internships
Unusual opportunity to learn many aspects of
the newspaper business. Internships available
in reporting, photography, research, graphics.
Opportunities for students, and for adults
considering change of career. Unpaid. E-mail
internship@connec
tionnewspapers.com

Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-778-9411

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

Recessed Lighting
Ceiling Fans
Phone/CATV
Computer Network Cabling
Service Upgrades
Hot Tubs, etc…

Office 703-335-0654
Mobile 703-499-0522

Licensed/Bonded/Insured

lektrkman28@gmail.com

ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

GUTTER CLEANING
Gutters and Downspouts Cleaned

Small Repairs • Gutter Guards

PINNACLE SERVICES
lic/ins 703-802-0483 free est.
email jamie@lawnsandgutters.com
web: lawnsandgutters.com
Friendly Service with a Friendly Price!

GUTTER GUTTER

Remodeling Bathrooms, Kitchens & Basements

Picture PerfectPicture Perfect

Exterior & Interior Repair, Painting, Carpentry,
Wood Rot, Drywall, All Flooring, Decks

Licensed – Bonded – Insured
“If it can be done, we can do it”

http://www.pphionline.com/

•FREE Estimates
•FAST & Reliable Service

•EASY To schedule
•NO $$$ DOWN!

Handyman Services Available

(703) 590-3187(703) 590-3187

Remodeling Homes, Flooring,
Kitchen & Bath, Windows,

Siding, Roofing, Additions &
Patios, Custom Deck, Painting
We Accept All Major Credit Cards

Licensed, Insured, Bonded • Free Estimates • Class A Lic

RN. CONTRACTORS, INC.

Phone: 703-887-3827
E-mail: rncontractorsinc@gmail.com

www.rncontractors.com

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

J.E.S. Services
Your neighborhood company since 1987

703-912-6886

Landscaping & Construction

All work Guaranteed

• Planting & Landscaping Design
• Drainage & Water Problems
• Concrete Driveways, Replacement or New
• Patios and Walks • Masonry Work or Dry Laid
• Paver, Flagstone, Brick, any style you choose
• Retaining walls of all types

Free Estimates - Fully Licensed & Insured

LAWN SERVICE LAWN SERVICE

Custom Masonry
703-768-3900

www.custommasonry.info
Patios, Walkways, Stoops, Steps, Driveways
Repairs & New Installs•All Work Guranteed

BRICK AND STONE

MASONRY MASONRY

GOLDY BRICK
CONSTRUCTION

Walkways, Patios, Driveways,
Flagstone, Concrete
FREE ESTIMATES

Licensed, Insured, Bonded

703-250-6231

PAVING PAVING

Quality Tree Service
& Landscaping

Reasonable prices. Licensed & insured.

24 Hour Emergency
Tree Service

25 years of experience  –  Free estimates
    703-868-5358

Summer Cleanup...
Tree removal, topping & pruning,
shrubbery trimming, mulching,
leaf removal, planting, hauling,
gutter cleaning, retaining walls,

drainage problems, etc.

TREE SERVICE TREE SERVICE

CHESAPEAKE/POTOMAC 

WINDOW CLEANING
Residential Specialist/Family owned/operated

Working Owners Assures Quality
No Hidden Fees/No Broken Window Springs

30 yrs Experience in local area

Licensed 703-356-4459 Insured

WINDOWS & GLASS WINDOWS & GLASS
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Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-778-9411

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon
ClassifiedClassified

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

LEGAL NOTICE
Sealed proposals for the City of Alexandria per specifications 
will be received in the Office of the Purchasing Division until 
the date and time designated as follows:

RFP No. 00000581, Professional Engineering Services for the 
Design of a Transit Signal Priority (TSP) System

Non-mandatory Pre-Proposal Conference and Site Visit: Feb-
ruary 23, 2016 prevailing local time, 100 North Pitt Street, Alex-
andria, VA 22314, Suite 301

RFP Closing Date and Time: March 22, 2016, 4 p.m., prevail-
ing local time

For general inquiries contact Darryl K. Jackson, CPPB, Con-
tract Specialist III at 703.746.4298.

The City of Alexandria reserves the right to reject any and all 
proposals, cancel this solicitation, and to waive any informali-
ties or irregularities in procedure.  THE CITY REQUIRES ITS 
CONTRACTORS TO BE EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOY-
ERS.

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

LEGAL NOTICE
Sealed proposals for the City of Alexandria per specifications 
will be received in the office of the Purchasing Division until the 
date and time designated as follows:

Request for Proposals No. 00000595, Construction Manage-
ment and Inspection Services for the Four Mile Run Sanitary 
Sewer Rehabilitation Project

Closing Date and Time: March 9, 2016, 4:00 p.m., prevailing 
local time.    

The City will hold a Non-Mandatory pre-proposal conference. 
February 25, 2016, 10:00 AM prevailing local time, 100 N. Pitt 
Street, Suite 301, Purchasing Conference Room, Alexandria, 
VA 22314

For general inquiries contact Shawn Brooks, Contract Special-
ist at 703.746.4289.

The City of Alexandria reserves the right to reject any and all 
proposals, cancel this solicitation, and to waive any informali-
ties or irregularities in procedure.  THE CITY REQUIRES ITS 
CONTRACTORS TO BE EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOY-
ERS.

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

Public Hearing will be held by the City Council of the City of 
Alexandria, Virginia, in the Council Chambers, City Hall, City of 
Alexandria, Virginia, on Saturday, February 20, 2016, at 9:30 
a.m., or as soon as may be heard on the hereinafter described 
items.
******
AN ORDINANCE to amend and reordain Article IX (Signs, 
Marquees and Awnings) of the City of Alexandria Zoning 
Ordinance, in accordance with the text amendment heretofore 
approved by city council on January 30, 2016 as Text
Amendment No. 2015-0005 regarding signs in the public 
right-of-way.

The proposed ordinance accomplishes the final adoption of 
Text Amendment No. 2015-0005 to revise the sign regulations 
pertaining to signs in the right-of-way.
******

AN ORDINANCE to amend and reordain Article A (General 
Provisions) and Article G (Posting of Signs in the Right-of-
Way) both of Chapter 2 (Streets and Sidewalks) of Title 5 
(Transportation and Environmental Services) of the Code of 
the City of Alexandria, Virginia, 1981, as amended.
The proposed ordinance adds language to the City Code to 
prohibit signs in the right-of-way and to allow certain street 
banners over public streets during special events.
******

THE PUBLIC IS ADVISED THAT AMENDMENTS OR ADDI-
TIONS MAY BE MADE TO PROPOSED ORDINANCES 
WITHOUT FURTHER PUBLICATION.  IT IS RECOMMENDED 
THAT PERSONS INTERESTED IN ANY OF THESE ORDI-
NANCES OBTAIN FREE FULL-TEXT COPIES FROM THE
CITY CLERK AT CITY HALL.  JACKIE M. HENDERSON, 
MMC, CITY CLERK

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

We pay top $ for STERLING, 
MEN'S WATCHES, 

JEWELRY, COSTUME JEWELRY, 
FURNITURE, PAINTINGS AND CLOCKS.

Schefer Antiques
703-241-0790

theschefers@cox.net

26 Antiques 26 Antiques

JENNIFER SMITH ❖ Serving the Area Since 1995

➣ Speed Up Slow
Computers

➣ Virus Removal
➣ Computer Setup
➣ Help with Windows 8 & 10

571-265-2038

HDI
COMPUTER SOLUTIONS

Jennifer@HDIComputerSolutions.com

101 Computers 101 Computers

21 Announcements
LEGAL NOTICE

Pursuant to the provision of 
section 4-1-16 of the code of 

the City of Alexandria, the 
Alexandria Police Department 
located at 3600 Wheeler Ave-
nue, Alexandria, VA 22304 is 

now in possession of un-
claimed bicycles, mopeds, 
lawn equipment, money, 

scooters, and other items. All 
persons having valid claim to 

the property should file a claim 
to the property with reasona-
ble proof of ownership or the 
items will be sold, destroyed, 
converted or donated. For a 

complete listing go to 
http://alexandriava.gov/police/
and contact the Police Proper-
ty Section at (703) 746-6709.

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
Zones 1, 5, 6............................Mon @ noon
Zones 2, 3, 4 ...........................Tues @ noon

E-mail ad with zone choices to:
classified@connectionnewspapers.com

or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

EMPLOYMENT
DEADLINES
Zones 1, 5, 6............................Mon @ noon
Zones 2, 3, 4 ...........................Tues @ noon

E-mail ad with zone choices to:
classified@connectionnewspapers.com
      or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

ZONES
Zone 1: The Reston Connection
   The Oak Hill/Herndon Connection
Zone 2: The Springfield Connection
  The Burke Connection
    The Fairfax Connection
    The Fairfax Station/Clifton/

 Lorton Connection
Zone 3: The Alexandria Gazette Packet

The Mount Vernon Gazette
Zone 4: Centre View North
 Centre View South
Zone 5: The Potomac Almanac
Zone 6: The Arlington Connection

The Vienna/Oakton Connection
The McLean Connection
The Great Falls Connection

Newspapers & Online

HOW TO SUBMIT ADS TO

From Page 16

Sports

The Conference 7 basketball tournaments
begin Friday, and the West Potomac girls’
team will host its quarterfinal contest while
the Mount Vernon boys’ and girls’ teams will
travel.

The West Potomac girls team is the No. 4
seed and will host the first game of a
quarterfinals doubleheader at 6 p.m. on Fri-
day, though the Wolverines’ opponent was not
determined as of press time. If West Potomac
defeated Annandale in both teams’ regular
season finale on Wednesday, the Wolverines
will host Lake Braddock. If West Potomac lost
to Annandale, the Wolverines will host the
Atoms in the tournament on Friday.

The Mount Vernon girls’ team will be ei-
ther the No. 6 or No. 7 seed depending on
the outcome of Wednesday’s West Potomac-
Annandale game. If the Wolverines won,
Mount Vernon will be No. 6 and travel to
face No. 3 T.C. Williams at 6 p.m. as part of
a doubleheader on Friday. If Annandale
won, the Majors will be No. 7 and travel to
take on No. 2 South County at 7 p.m. on
Friday.

In the boys’ tournament, Mount Vernon
is the No. 5 seed and will travel to face No.
4 Lake Braddock at 7 p.m. on Friday. The
Majors and Bruins split their two meetings
during the regular season.

WP, MV to Compete in Tournament

crisper from the start and we weren’t. We
didn’t shoot the ball well — that doesn’t
help — but they’re just so hungry. David
does such a good job with those kids.
They’re ready to play, they’re tenacious, they
rebound and they just played way harder
than we did to start the game.

“When a team is playing much harder
than you and you’re not shooting well, it’s
going to get bad quick and that’s exactly
what happened.
They’re a really
good basketball
team.”

West Potomac’s
Sara finished with
13 points and 12 re-
bounds. Junior for-
ward Da’Jon
Bellfield totaled 14
points and six re-
bounds, and junior
forward Da’Juan
Bellfield grabbed six
boards for the Wol-
verines.

West Potomac out-rebounded South
County 44-27.

“I think we bring two things: it’s defense
and rebounding,” Sara said. “…We have
[Da’Jon Bellfield], his brother (Da’Juan
Bellfield) and me [in the frontcourt]. Most
teams can’t compete with [players who are]
6-3, 6-4, all of us crashing at once. … It’s
just something that we bring in our bag
every day — all of us trying to get more
rebounds than the other one.”

Sara is listed at 6 feet 4, and the Bellfield
brothers are each listed at 6 feet 3.

“We don’t have any [6-foot-7 players, but]
we’ve got a bunch of 6-3s and 6-4s and those
are like the hardest (to deal with),” Hous-
ton said. “They check out well, they’re long
[and] we’ve just bought into the fact that
rebounding is going to win. We’re not go-
ing to shoot the ball well every game and
we know that, but if we rebound, we think

we have a chance.
“… We’ve battled some of the biggest guys

in the league. We’ve battled [6-foot-8 Lake
Braddock senior James] Butler and we’ve
battled [6-foot-9 West Springfield senior]
Lewis [Djonkam] and they can see they’re
standing up to those guys. It doesn’t really
matter how high you jump, how tall you
are, we’ve shown that we can rebound with
anybody.”

West Potomac also received rebounding
contributions from its guards as freshman

Mackey and junior
Brandan Lisenby
each grabbed six.

Mackey’s 15
points and two 3-
pointers led the Wol-
verines.

“He can play,”
Houston said. “The
kids like him,
they’ve known him a
long time, he’s been
around awhile. He’s
coming along. I’m
not going to lie and
say I knew he’d be

where he is right now — he’s playing a little
bit above where we thought he would be.
He listens, he tries hard, he hustles, he
doesn’t say anything on the court — he just
lets his play [speak] for him. He’s an excel-
lent addition to our team.”

Williams Diggins scored seven points for
the Wolverines.

After starting the season 3-6, including
0-2 in the conference, West Potomac has
won nine of its last 11 games.

On Feb. 10, the Wolverines traveled to
West Springfield and handed the first-place
Spartans their first conference loss, 59-53.
On Feb. 12, West Potomac lost to T.C. Will-
iams 70-61.

“I feel like we’re reaching our potential
but we’re not fully there yet,” Da’Jon
Bellfield said. “If we do reach that poten-
tial, then we’ll be unstoppable going into
the playoffs.”

Wolverines Dominate Early

Email announcements to gazette@
connectionnewspapers.com. Deadline is Thursday at
noon. Photos are welcome.

Ayanna Bundy and Stephanie Restifo have
been named to the University of Delaware (New-
ark, Del.). dean’s list for the fall 2015 semester.

Dustin Cassell and James Serfass gradu-
ated from Frostburg State University (Frostburg,
Md.) in December. Cassell, earned a Master of
Business Administration degree in management.
Serfass earned a Master of Science degree in rec-
reation and parks management.

School Notes

“I feel like we’re reaching
our potential but we’re
not fully there yet. If we
do reach that potential,
then we’ll be unstoppable
going into the playoffs.”

— West Potomac junior
Da’Jon Bellfield
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